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National Elder Fraud Hotline

If you or someone you know has been a victim of elder fraud,
help is standing by at the National Elder Fraud Hotline.
833–372–8311
Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m. Eastern Time English/Español/Other languages available
Financial scams and abuses targeting older people are
happening more and more.
This hotline is a free resource created by the U.S. Department
of Justice (DOJ), Office for Victims of Crime for people to report
fraud against anyone age 60 or older.
Reporting suspected fraud is the first step.
Reporting can help authorities try to stop those who commit
fraud and also help prevent others from becoming victims. Our
experts will help you navigate this process.
No fear, total understanding.
The hotline is staffed by professionals who know how to
support victims of fraud. Don’t worry; you can count on our case
managers to be caring and understanding.
Personalized service at no cost to you.
You will reach a case manager who will help you through the
reporting process at the federal, state, and local levels. You will
also be connected with other resources on a case-by-case basis.
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Notes from
the Director
Happy Holidays Everyone!
I hope you can share joy, peace and love with everyone who is important to you.
We are still facing an unusual holiday season. Holidays with family may be scary
because of the fear of transmitting COVID to a loved one. I have had to make tough
decisions about that very issue. For some of us, it is the only time we can spend
together with family.
During this time of the year, we have families and seniors in need of food and perhaps a few gifts. Many
people still have been unable to return to work, and unemployment has been reduced or eliminated.
Because of the limitations in the school, Santa has been quarantined to the North Pole because of a
direct exposure. Those doggone elves just cannot be trusted to follow the rules. However, we will be able
to deliver Santa bags to the school for every 3- and 4-year-old enrolled. This year we have 300 children.
With the help of the local companies, adopters and each one of you, we should be able to meet the
demand for family and senior adoptions. Food baskets and gifts are assembled for all of them.
There is still time to make a tax-exempt donation for the holiday programs that we offer at the
Community Center. Our goal is $45,000. If you have had a good year, please consider contributing
to the Community Center. Every dollar helps us provide services to many of those in need in our
community.
I hope everyone has gotten a flu shot, the Covid vaccine and now the booster. This winter we must all
take every precaution not to put ourselves in harm’s way. It is my hope that come spring we will begin to
see some relief from this horrible disease and begin to return to normalcy.
As the year ends, I want to express my appreciation to everyone who has made this year another bright
light in my daily life. I am blessed to live and work in such a generous community.
May the light of the holiday season fill your heart, and may the music fill your soul. Happy holidays.
See you in 2022!
Sincerely,
Mary Gustas
Executive Director

Commodities
Distribution Date
December 3, 2021
January 7, 2022
Commodities is a food supplement
program for low income seniors.
If you believe you qualify call
Diana at 345-8556.

STAFF
Emily Anderson
Kelly Dingman
Alicia Dulin
Kim Elliott
Brandi Emmons
Chazlyn Flint
Mary Gustas
Penny Hainer
Maggie Jefferson
Samantha Jeffery
Teddy Lindsley
Mary Jane Loudermelt
Megan Nichols
Louis Nowak

Jasmine Nuyen
Lorie Peterson
Sara Preston
Leanne Phelan
Diana Reynolds
Martina Spicer
Dorothy Steffey-Wagner
Linda Vaughan
AnnMarie Welton
Amanda West
Patricia Young

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Reggie Kissinger, President
Jackie Wahl, Vice-President
Alan Dowdy, Treasurer
Jeff Ampey, Secretary
Jason Knight
Sarah Milne
Pam Sanders-Carter
Dori Scholly
Gary Thomas
Nancy Wood

MISSION STATEMENT
Comstock Community Center develops resources
and provides a setting for education, recreation,
social events, human services and life-long learning
activities to enhance the lives of community members
and build a healthier community.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
The Comstock Community Center and the
Community Learning Center are organizations that are
developing strategies to eliminate and reduce the effects
of structural racism by:
Recognizing the racial disparities that exist in our services.
Working daily to eliminate disadvantages or disparities
that may result from bias or racism.
Providing inclusive opportunities for all individuals
within our community.
Intentionally directing resources to remove and reduce
the impact of racism and bias on young people.
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Comstock Township Parks & Recreation News and Events
Follow us on Facebook for the most up-to-date information about our programming and parks. Search “Comstock Township Parks & Recreation”

2020-21 Programming Event Dates
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Call 269-343-8212 Option 2 for event details and registration.
Santa’s Mailbox
It is that time of year again!
Santa’s Elves have dropped off
his mailbox and it will be out
until December 17 in the
lobby of the Township Office/
Library building. Please leave
a return address on your letter,
so Santa can write back in time
for the holidays.
Robert Morris Park Passes
2022 Robert Morris Park Passes are now

available. They can be purchased at our office
located at 6138 King Highway. An annual pass is
$20 per vehicle. There is a discounted senior rate
(60+) for $10.
Parks and Recreation Commission Meetings
The Parks and Recreation Commission
meetings are held on the second Monday of every
month at 6 p.m. The public is welcome. We
appreciate the input from our residents. Please
visit the Township’s website (www,comstockmi.
gov) to see the meeting locations and times as they
may change throughout the season. Please call

269-343-8212 if you have questions.
Keep Our Parks Safe and Clean
Please help us keep our local parks safe and
clean for everyone to enjoy. If you witness
dumping of trash or other unlawful activities at a
park, please contact us at 269-343-8212 or email
us at parks@comstockmi.gov. You may also
contact the Kalamazoo County Sheriff ’s Department’s non-emergency number at 383-8821. If it
is safe to do so, record a license plate number.

Township News

IN THE KNOW: Keeping Comstock Informed
By Nicole Beauchamp, Comstock Township Clerk
Cemetery
Holiday wreaths and décor will be
permitted on gravesites in our
cemeteries this holiday season. If
you do decide to place a decorative
item, please be sure to limit it to one per gravesite
and also remove the item two weeks after the
holiday. Any items remaining may be removed
and disposed of by the Township.
Election Redistricting
After each census, redistricting
occurs to reflect the current
population. In 2018, Michigan
voters passed Proposal 18-2, which shifted the
redistricting process from legislators to citizens.
As a result, Michigan’s first ever “Michigan
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission”
(MICRC) is leading the redistricting process by
redrawing voting lines to represent fair and
independent maps.
The MICRC is comprised of 13 citizens from
across Michigan. The commission members were
randomly selected from over 9000 applicants and
consists of four Democrats, four Republicans and

five independents who do not affiliate with either
major political party. The backgrounds of the
commissioners include students, real estate
brokers, lawyers, auto workers, engineers and
more.
Before redrawing any lines, the MICRC is
required to hold 10 public hearings to gather
citizen input. The criteria for redrawing districts
are:
Districts shall:
a) Be of equal population as mandated by US
Constitution and shall comply with the voting
rights acts.
b) Be geographically contiguous.
c) Reflect the state’s diverse population.
d) Not provide a disproportionate advantage to
any political party
e) Not favor or disfavor an incumbent elected
official or candidate
f ) Consider county, city and township boundaries
g) Be reasonably compact
Why is redistricting important to you?
Because MICRC empowers citizens like yourself
to provide input in drawing lines that best reflect

their interests and not those of legislators. The
new process ensures redistricting occurs in an
open and transparent manner. It also allows for
prevention of gerrymandering and dividing
neighborhoods for partisan gains.
How will this affect you?
Our voting districts may change based on what’s
decided by the MICRC. Right now, we don’t
know exactly what that will look like. We do
know that our County Commissioner district,
which is currently district 7, will change to district
6. Depending on how the Michigan Congressional, House and Senate district lines shape up,
our precinct boundaries and/or precinct locations
may change.
All registered voters will be sent a new voter ID
card in the spring so make sure to pay close
attention to all of the details on the card to see
what other districts may have changed and if your
precinct or polling location also changed.
To learn more about redistricting and the
MICRC, you can visit: https://www.michigan.
gov/micrc.
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Comstock Fire & Rescue

Winter
Holiday
Safety

Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together.
But that also means a greater risk for fire. Following a few simple
tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday season.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Holiday decorating
Be careful with holiday decorations. Choose
decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant.
Keep lit candles away from decorations and other
things that can burn.
Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but
not both.
Replace any string of lights with worn or
broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read
manufacturer’s instructions for number of light
strands to connect.
Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do
not get damaged.
Keep decorations away from windows and doors.
Holiday entertaining
Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your
home fire escape plan.
Keep children and pets away from lit candles.
Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.
Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stovetop.
Ask smokers to smoke outside. Remind smokers to
keep their smoking materials with them so young
children do not touch them.
Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet
cigarette butts with water before discarding.
NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2019

Before Heading
Out or to Bed

Blow out lit candles when
you leave the room or go to
bed. Turn off all light strings
and decorations before
leaving home or going to bed.

•
•

FACTS

! More than one-third of

home decoration fires are
started by candles.

! More than two of

every five decoration
fires happen because
decorations are placed
too close to a heat source.

Center Point

ChristmasSafety
Tree Comstock Fire & Rescue

As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A small
fire that spreads to a Christmas tree can grow large very quickly.
PICKING THE TREE
• Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not
fall off when touched.
PLACING THE TREE
• Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 2” from the
base of the trunk.
• Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from
any heat source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles,
heat vents or lights.
• Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.
• Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water
daily.
LIGHTING THE TREE
• Use lights that are listed by a qualified testing
laboratory. Some lights are only for indoor or
outdoor use.
• Replace any string of lights with worn or
broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read
manufacturer’s instructions for number of light
strands to connect.
• Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.
• Always turn off Christmas tree
lights before leaving home
or going to bed.

After
Christmas
Get rid of the tree after
Christmas or when it is dry.
Dried-out trees are a fire
danger and should not be
left in the home or garage,
or placed outside against the
home.
Check with your local
community to find a
recycling program.
Bring outdoor electrical
lights inside after the
holidays to prevent hazards
and make them last longer.

•
•

FACTS

!

Almost one third of home
Christmas tree fires are caused
by electrical problems.

!

Although Christmas tree fires
are not common, when they do
occur, they are more likely to be
serious.

•
!

Your Source for SAFETY Information

NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169

www.nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2020

A heat source too close to the
tree causes more than one in
every five of the fires.
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Travel
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The Comstock Community Center is taking safety
precautions for all individuals who are participating in
extended travel. Travelers must have verification of
having obtained a COVID vaccine at least 14 days prior
to the selected trip.
Travelers will also be required to sign a waiver from
the Community Center and may be required to sign a
similar waiver from the travel company.
Thank you for understanding our desire to maintain
your safety and the safety of those who are traveling
with you.
Pricing reflects member/non-member.
Memberships available for only $35 per household, yearly.
Visit our website at www.comstockcc.com : “Travel” to see the
flyers with full itinerary and information.

MULTI-DAY TRIPS

All trip prices reflect per person/double room. Single
and triple pricing available on request. Prices subject
to change.
International trips require that your passport be valid for at
least six months after your return date. Provide yourself lots of
time if you need to renew or apply for a passport. Passport
information required at time of registration for trip. Included
airfares are always subject to change until trip is paid in full. Pre
and post night stays are available on most trips.

2022 TRIPS!
CHARLESTON,
SOUTH CAROLINA

March 6-12, 2022
Cost: $928/$1021 Same
pricing as 2021 (Motorcoach)
Single pricing: $1243
member
March is a great time to
escape Michigan and enjoy
the southern hospitality of
Charleston. We will begin with a visit to Middleton
Place - 65 acres of America’s oldest landscaping. We
will go to Patriot’s Point Naval and Maritime
Museum. Patriots Point Development Authority
was established in the 1970s to develop a naval and

maritime museum on Charleston Harbor with the
World War II aircraft carrier, USS YORKTOWN
as its centerpiece, home to the Patriots Point
Museum and a fleet of National Historic Landmark
ships, the Cold War Memorial and the only
Vietnam Experience Exhibit in the U.S., the
Congressional Medal of Honor Society, and the
agency’s official Medal of Honor Museum. We will
tour the Magnolia Plantation & Gardens followed
by a 25-30-block horse and carriage ride of
Charleston. On Wadmalaw Island, we’ll experience
Bigelow Tea’s Charleston Tea Plantation, America’s
largest working tea garden that also includes a
trolley tour of the Plantation. And we will enjoy an
intimate tour inside a historic Charleston home.
Traveling back to Comstock, we will stop at the
popular Grove Arcade in downtown Asheville,
North Carolina, where we can grab our lunch.  

ALASKA CRUISE TOUR
Third time’s a charm!!
Cruise, Land and Rail
Small itinerary change...
Ketchikan replaced with
Victoria, British Columbia.
May 18-28, 2022
Cost: $4337+/$4771+
Includes airfare. (Four cabin
categories) Royal Princess

Passport required.
We fly into Anchorage for an overnight before
heading by motorcoach for the magnificent Denali
area where we’ll spend two nights at two of the
Princess Lodges, while exploring the area. Then,
we’ll head back south on the Direct-to-the-Wilderness Rail Service to Whittier. From there, we
board the cruise ship. We’ll enjoy scenic cruising
along the Inside Passage with Hubbard Bay and
Glacier Bay National Park. We’ll stop at the ports of
Skagway, Juneau and Victoria, British Columbia,
before ending in Vancouver, British Columbia.    

GREEK ISLES

May 21-29, 2022
Cost: $3487+/$3836+
Includes airfare. (Three cabin
categories) Royal Caribbean
Brilliance of the Seas
Passport required.
Consider starting your
adventure a couple of days
earlier where the cruise
departs from - Venice! So many wonderful sights to
enjoy there. Once on board the ship, you will sail to
Kotor, Montenegro, where the Balkans meet the

Adriatic. From there you’ll continue on to
Greece......Corfu, to explore elegant palaces or stroll
the streets and lanes of the Old Town; Athens, with
the hillside Acropolis overlooking Athens for 2,500
years; Mykonos, one of the most popular of the
Greek Islands and finally Argostoli, for nature and
history lovers.
You’ll spend a relaxing day at sea cruising back to
Venice. You may also add a day or two on the end
of your Greek Isles adventure.

ASHEVILLE AND
CHARLOTTE, NORTH
CAROLINA, FEATURING
THE BILTMORE
MANSION AND THE
CHARLOTTE MOTOR
SPEEDWAY
June 6-12, 2022
Cost: $1099/$1209

(Motorcoach)
Single pricing: $1498 member
See the beautiful June flowers in the famous
Biltmore Gardens! Highlights in Asheville include a
self-guided tour of the Biltmore Home, Winery and
Gardens, a tour of Asheville, a dinner theatre
production and a visit to the Billy Graham Library.
In Charlotte, we visit the NASCAR Hall of Fame,
have a behind the scenes tour of the Speedway that
includes Sprint Cup Garage, Pit Row, Victory
Circle and a drive around the track. How fun will
this be!!! Discover the Levine Museum of the South
and enjoy another dinner theatre production. We
will also be stopping at the Penske Racing Factory.

WESTERN
MEDITERRANEAN

July 16-24, 2022
Cost: $4249+/$4674+
Includes airfare. (Three cabin
categories) Royal Caribbean
Wonder of the Seas
Passport required.
Begin your
roundtrip
adventure in Barcelona,
Spain, a top European center for art, architecture,
design and cuisine. Then, travel to Palma de
Mallorca, a rugged island that welcomes travelers
seeking sun, sea and sand. Next, it’s off to Marseille,
France’s oldest city. Cruise on to the Florence/Pisa
area of Italy working our way down to the history
and splendor of Rome. This wonderful adventure
ends in Naples, Italy, one of Europe’s oldest cities
with nearby sights of Pompeii, the resort isle of

Center Point

Capri, and the jewel-like towns that dot the Amalfi
Coast.

BEAUTIFUL VERMONT

August 15-20, 2022
Cost: $745/$820
(Motorcoach)
Single pricing: $1034
member
Valid US Passport, US
Passport Card required.
Enjoy the beautiful areas
surrounding Lake Champlain! The Shelburne Museum is not your typical
museum. It is an outdoor museum spanning 45
acres with 39 historic buildings and a shuttle to
help you get around. We’ll enjoy a scenic dinner
cruise with entertainment on Lake Champlain.
Some of our other tours and tastings will include
Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream, Morse Farm Maple
Sugarworks, Cold Hollow Cider Mill, Cabot
(cheese) Farmer’s Store and the Rock of Ages
Granite Quarry. We’ll also visit the quaint Stowe
Village located in the beautiful Green Mountains.

HIGHLIGHTS OF
IRELAND AND
SCOTLAND
Moved from 2021

October 6-18, 2022
Cost: $2419+/$2661 without
airfare. Priced when available
from Kalamazoo. Single
supplement $460 additional.
This is a Small Group Discovery Tour by Cosmos.
It is limited to an average of just 24-26 guests per
departure. This gives the comfort of extra space on a
full-sized bus and smaller group feeling, getting up close
and personal without the crowds.
Passport required
Discover the treasures of Ireland and Scotland on
your affordable tour from Dublin to Edinburgh. In
Dublin’s fair city, you’ll drive along the statue-lined
O’Connell Street and see the elegant Georgian
squares with their red-brick townhouses. You’ll also
see Trinity College and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. En
route from Dublin to the seaside resort of Tramore,
we’ll stop to take a stroll through the pretty lanes of
Kilkenny, and see the city famous for its Irish
crystal—Waterford. In Blarney, home of the fabled
Stone of Eloquence, you’ll have time to browse or
buy irresistible Irish handicrafts and crystal. On our
way to Killarney, we’ll stop for spectacular photo
opportunities along the Ring of Kerry. We’ll travel
to Limerick, the breathtaking Cliffs of Moher, and

the delightful seaside city of Galway. We’ll drive
along Donegal Bay with its small fishing ports and
hidden beaches to Derry. Then we’ll continue to
the north coast’s awe-inspiring Giant’s Causeway—
40,000 interlocking basalt columns that were
formed by volcanic eruptions some 60 million years
ago. An amazing sight!
Next, to Belfast, where the Titanic was built.
We’ll board a ferry for an Irish Sea crossing to
Cairnryan, then on to Glasgow. Our budgetminded travel through Ireland and Scotland delves
into the lush and rugged country of Scotland with
magical scenes such as the “Bonnie Banks” of Loch
Lomond, wild landscapes of Rannoch Moor, Loch
Ness, the Highland capital of Inverness, and
Scotland’s famed whisky region.
From the spectacular Cairngorms National Park
to the beautiful Victorian resort of Pitlochry, and
the home of golf, St. Andrews, we’ll cross the elegant
Forth Road Bridge to Edinburgh for royal Scottish
history, and home to historic scientists, inventors,
and novelists. Your value-minded tour of Ireland
and Scotland is chock-full of priceless experiences,
sights, and memories brave and true!

ITALIAN, SPANISH
AND FRENCH RIVIERAS

November 10-19, 2022
Cost: $4084+/$4492 Airfare
included. (Five cabin
categories. An all balcony
cruise) Oceania Marina
Passport required.
This trip is selling like
hotcakes because of the great
pricing with airfare. All the stops along the way for
exploring include in Italy, Rome, Florence/Pisa/
Tuscany and Genoa. Stops in France include
Corsica and Toulon. In Spain, enjoy Palma de
Mallorca, Valencia and Barcelona. Finish this
exciting trip in Monte Carlo, Monaco.

PASSION PLAY/
OBERAMMERGAU,
GERMANY
If you have interest in
attending the Passion Play in
2022 there are still several
dates
throughout
the
performance season, available through Globus. The
itinerary I had been offering
with Bavarian Highlights has several seats still
available for their August 26-September 4 dates.
This includes tours and visits to Munich,
Regensburg (includes a cruise on the Swarovski
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Crystal Boat) Nuremberg, Bayreuth, Bamberg,
Rothenberg, the Black Forest, Lake Constance,
Neuschwanstein (King Ludwig’s Castle) and, of
course, Oberammergau. Contact Kim for further
information and for other date options.

JUST ADDED!
CHRISTMAS IN
NEW YORK CITY

November 27-December 3,
2022 (Motorcoach)
Cost: $1379/$1517
Single: $1858 member
What better way to begin
the the holidays than with a
fabulous trip to glittering
New York City! Upon our arrival, we will start our
tour with Upper Manhattan and dinner. The next
day, we will visit Liberty and Ellis Islands with
audio tours for both. We will also be visiting the
9/11 Memorial. How about a back door tour of
Radio City Music Hall? There will be free time to
shop or take in a Broadway matinee of your
choosing. And, we will be attending an evening
performance of the Christmas Spectacular, featuring
the world-famous Rockettes. Rounding out our
stay will be a tour of Lower Manhattan, One World
Observatory, some more holiday shopping and a
final dinner in Manhattan. Don’t miss out on this
dazzling trip!

2023 TRIPS! Yes, we
are already planning
for 2023
ICELAND & NORWAY TO
REYKJAVIK

June 3-15, 2023
Cost: $5958/$6554+ Airfare
included. (Two cabin
categories). Brand new ship,
Norwegian Prima, with brand new itinerary. Start in
London, finish in Iceland.
Great Perks included!
Passport required.
On this wonderful opportunity to visit several
countries, you will fly in to London (Southampton),
England. There, you’ll spend some time sightseeing
and then head off to Brussels/Bruges, Belgium. Old
Town Brussels’ architecture is some of the most
striking around. And don’t forget the chocolate
truffles!
Then it’s off to Amsterdam, the “Venice of the
North”. A few of the sights awaiting your arrival
Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7

the Anne Frank House, The Hague and a Delft
Blue Pottery Factory. Next, you’ll head to spectacular
Norway and its breathtaking scenery. After a
relaxing day at sea, you’ll arrive in Bergen, Norway,
then on to Geiranger and finishing your Norway
adventures in Alesund, considered one of Norway’s
most beautiful towns. Norway..... land of
enchanting villages, mountainscapes and fjords!
Another day at sea brings you to the remote
northern peninsula of the Westfjords’s region. You
will also visit Akureyri, nestled along the shores of
one of the most breathtaking fjords in Iceland. And,
finally, you end this spectacular trip in Reykjavik.
Remember studying and learning this name in
elementary school? Here’s your chance to finally get
to see and experience it!

For additional information or to
register for a trip or program,
please call the Community Center
at 345-8556.
If you are mailing a payment,
our mailing address is:
Comstock Community Center
P.O. Box 34, Comstock, MI 49041

Trinity Baptist Church
5224 E. Main Street, Kalamazoo, MI
Phone: 269-270-7243

www.facebook.com/TrinityBaptist.Comstock
Pastor: Phil Parker

Cocoa, Cookies, and Carols

Join us for a post-Christmas celebration,
Cocoa, Cookies, and Carols, on Sunday,
December 26, starting at 10:15, with a
fellowship time as we enjoy hot cocoa and
cookies. The 11 a.m. service will feature
reading the Christmas story from the Bible,
singing Christmas carols, and enjoying
soloists performing holiday songs.
Our Regular Services:
Sundays - 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
11 a.m. - Worship Service
Hymn Sing - Last Sunday of the month 12:30 p.m.

Visitors are welcome!

ATTENTION ALL TRAVELERS:
In order to travel with us in 2021,
you must have received both your
coronavirus vaccines. Please bring
your vaccine card with you during
our travels. At some of our stops, they
will be requesting to see your card, so
please keep it with you. We want to keep
everyone safe while enjoying our travels.

Comstock Ukulele Society (C.U.K.E.S)
Do you want to learn how to play a ukulele?
Beginner Class
Thursdays, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Classes are every week at the Comstock Community Center
Cost is $4 per class.
Beginner class meets once a week for 10 weeks. Bring your own instrument
or we have instruments you may borrow with a deposit of $25.
No experience needed. Call 345-8556 to register.

Ukulele Jam Session

Tuesdays, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Comstock Community Center
Join a small group of people who love to play the ukulele.
Learn new songs, sing and have a good time. Come anytime.

Looking for high quality childcare program?
Starting a new job and need childcare?

Community Learning Center
Provides services for Children six (6) weeks
to 12 years of age all year round.
(Summer Fun and Before and After School programs)

1046 River Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49048
(269) 345 7243

Center Point

Regularly Scheduled Activities with Lorie
We will not have any classes or activities in
December. We are in our holiday season and have
no free space. We apologize for any inconvenience.

Fitness &
Activities

unable to wear a mask due to doctor orders,
please provide a letter from doctor.   
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
None in December
EXCURSIONS:

Massage: WEDNESDAYS AND THURSDAYS.
Must call therapist for appointment. Call Amanda
at 269-340-1500 to schedule. Cost: $30 per ½ hour,
$50 per hour.

Food
& Beverage
Louie’s East Cafe: TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,
THURSDAY, until 12/9 at 11:30 a.m. Call and
reserve your lunch by noon the day before. Cost:
$6.

Wellness

At registration, a $25 deposit is due for all day trips
and a $75 deposit is due for all overnight trips.
All balances are due in full by dates listed below.
All excursions leave from the Community Center.
2022 EXCURSIONS: We will start excursions in March
so watch next newsletter.
Graceland – Calling all Elvis fans: June 20-24, 2022.
We will take a VIP tour which includes the mansion,
VIP exhibits, his tour jets, auto museum, career museum, discovery exhibits and interactive experiences.
You will get a keepsake and eat in both restaurants
named after his parents. Shop for sweets in a shop
named after his grandmother. Take a tour of Sun
Studios where he recorded some albums. Shop and
eat on Beale Street. Tour Slave Haven Underground
Railroad Museum and walk the tunnels where slaves
were hidden and helped to freedom. Register and
pay by May 2. Cost: $1050 member double, $1155
member single, $1436 nonmember double, $1541
nonmember single. 2022 costs are not finalized until
the tours are announced in early spring so costs may
increase a little.  

Activity Info
The Adult Program offers a variety of programs,
activities, classes and workshops and excursions
throughout the year. Purchase a punch card for
$12 or $24. Use the punches for any activity you
choose to attend.
Please sign in at either computer station for
ALL activities, classes and trips.
Mackinac Island: 1 night. This will be sometime in
July/August. We are waiting for Mackinac Island to
finalize package prices for groups. We will stay in
Mackinaw City, shop downtown, see a lumberjack
show, visit the Island which includes carriage rides,
butterfly house, Surrey Museum, Arch Rock, Fort
Mackinac Avenue of Flags and more. If you want to
be on the list, contact Lorie. Once Mackinac Island
has announced final costs, you will be contacted.
Do you have hobby or craft that you would like to
share with others? We have a locked display booth
to show off your items. Contact Lorie.
We are working on securing new instructors so if
you are interested in any of these future classes,
please contact Lorie: Exercise, Drumming, Basket
Weaving, Wood Working, Art, Healthy Eating, Tai
Chi. We are always looking for people to lead a
class so if you have anything that you would like to
do with others, let me know.

Foot Care Clinic: Check calendar for availability.
Appointments required for a podiatrist who can
trim nails, buff calluses, massage feet and check for
trouble spots. Bring a towel with you. Call 345-8556
for appointment. Cost: $30.     

Special Events with Lorie
PLEASE HELP US!! Please make your reservation
and hold your spot by paying a deposit within
five days and paying in full by the date listed for
each event. In order to obtain a group rate for some
activities and trips, we need to finalize things one to
two months in advance.
Also, instructors require advance notice of the
number of people attending. We want you to enjoy the
programs we offer and we need your help in making
this successful. We are trying to offer you many options
so please help us by making your reservations early and
paying on time.
COVID Requirements: Masks must be worn
anytime you are in the building. When traveling
with us, you should have received both doses
of the vaccine. We ask that you provide your
vaccine card with dates vaccines were received
and ask that you continue to wear a mask. Many
of the destinations are requiring this. If you are
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Annual Cookie Fest
Saturday, December 11, 2021

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Delicious assortment of Homemade
Cookies for the Holidays!
Scotts United Methodist Church
8458 Wallene Street, Scotts, MI 49088
Prices depend on container size
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Learning Center Needs Staff
The Community Learning Center is looking for qualified staff.
Staff should have early childcare credentials.
Positions are in Infant, toddler and before and after care for
school age children.

Do you like to meet new people and enjoy
eating and preparing food? We are looking for
someone to work Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Applications
can be made
through
Indeed. Look
for education
assistant at
www.indeed.
com. You may
also drop off a
resumé
at the Center.

If interested, call 345-8556 and ask for Mary or Lorie.

Legal Assistance
& Information
Gary Tibble, Attorney at Law
Call Comstock Community Center

383-6000

for a free 15 minute
appointment at the center

Looking for an opportunity to give
Back to your community
and help local youth?
Join Kalamazoo Sunrise Kiwanis!
Call Nate Smeltzer 269 389-9535
We meet Fridays at 7:30 am
at Michelle’s on Gull Road.

Center Point
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Carbon Monoxide: The Invisible Killer
Carbon
monoxide is an
odorless, colorless
gas that often
goes undetected,
striking victims
caught off guard
or in their sleep.
More than 400
people in the
U.S. die from
unintentional
carbon monoxide
poisoning every
year, according to
the Centers for
Disease Control
and Prevention
(CDC).
More
than 20,000 visit
the emergency
room, and more
than 4,000 others
are hospitalized.
This “invisible killer” is produced by burning
fuel in cars or trucks, small engines, stoves, lanterns,
grills, fireplaces, gas ranges, portable generators or
furnaces. When the gas builds up in enclosed
spaces, people or animals who breathe it can be
poisoned. Ventilation does not guarantee safety.
How Can I Prevent Carbon Monoxide
Poisoning?
Anyone can be at risk. The CDC says infants,
the elderly, and people with chronic heart disease,
anemia or breathing problems are more prone to
illness or death, but carbon monoxide doesn’t
discriminate.
Winter can be a prime time for carbon monoxide
poisoning as people turn on their heating systems
and mistakenly warm their cars in garages. So, as
the weather turns colder, it is important to take
extra precautions.
The National Safety Council recommends you
install a battery-operated or battery backup carbon
monoxide detector in the hallway near each separate
sleeping area in your home. Check or replace the
battery when you change the time on your clocks
each spring and fall and replace the detector every
five years.
The CDC offers these additional tips:
• Have your furnace, water heater and any other

gas or coal-burning appliances serviced by a
qualified technician every year.
• Do not use portable flameless chemical heaters
indoors.
• Have your chimney checked and cleaned every
year, and make sure your fireplace damper is open
before lighting a fire and well after the fire is
extinguished.
• Never use a gas oven for heating your home.
• Never use a generator inside your home,
basement or garage or less than 20 feet from any
window, door or vent; fatal levels of carbon
monoxide can be produced in just minutes, even if
doors and windows are open.
• Never run a car in a garage that is attached to a
house, even with the garage door open; always open
the door to a detached garage to let in fresh air
when you run a car inside.
Symptoms of Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
The U.S. Fire Administration has put together
materials on the dangers of carbon monoxide,
including a list of carbon monoxide poisoning
symptoms. Symptom severity varies depending on
the level of carbon monoxide and duration of
exposure. Mild symptoms sometimes are mistaken
for flu.
Low to moderate carbon monoxide poisoning is
characterized by:

• Headache
• Fatigue
• Shortness of breath
• Nausea
• Dizziness
High-level carbon monoxide poisoning results in:
• Mental confusion
• Vomiting
• Loss of muscular coordination
• Loss of consciousness
• Death
If you think you are experiencing any of the
symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning, go
outside and get fresh air immediately. You could
lose consciousness and die if you stay in the home.
When the Carbon Monoxide Alarm Sounds
• The Consumer Product Safety Commission
warns that you should never ignore a carbon
monoxide alarm, and do not try to find the source
of the gas. Instead, follow these steps:
• Immediately move outside to fresh air.
• Call emergency services, fire department or
9-1-1.
• Do a head count to check to account for
everyone.
• Do not reenter the premises until emergency
responders have given you permission to do so.
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How to Avoid Frostbite
Cold weather can be dangerous for anyone who spends time outdoors for either work or pleasure. Be
mindful of the risks. Excessive exposure to low temperatures, wind or moisture can cause two dangerous
conditions: frostbite and hypothermia.
Before venturing outside in winter, be sure to:
• Check the temperature and limit your time outdoors if it’s very cold, wet or windy.
• Bundle up in several layers of loose clothing.
• Wear mittens rather than gloves.
• Cover your head and ears with a warm hat.
• Wear socks that will keep your feet warm and dry.
Frostbite
Even skin that is protected can be susceptible to frostbite. It’s the most common injury resulting from
exposure to severe cold, and it usually occurs on fingers, toes, nose, ears, cheeks and chin. If the frostbite
is caught early, it is possible to prevent permanent damage. If not, frostbite can cause tissue death and
lead to amputation.
Superficial frostbite affects the skin surface while the underlying tissue remains soft. The skin appears
white, waxy or grayish-yellow and is cold and numb. If the condition progresses to deep frostbite, all
layers of the skin are affected and the outcome likely will be more serious. The skin will become
completely numb, blisters may form and eventually the skin tissue dies and turns black.
If you suspect frostbite:
• Move the victim out of the cold and into a warm place.
• Remove wet clothing and constricting items.
• Protect the area between ﬁngers and toes with dry gauze.
• Seek medical attention as soon as possible.
• Warm the frostbitten area in lukewarm water (99 to 104 degrees) for 20 to 30 minutes only if
medical care will be delayed and if there is no danger of the skin refreezing.
• Do not use chemical warmers directly on frostbitten tissue.
• Protect and elevate the frostbitten area.

Center Point
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Be Prepared for Winter Driving
Driving in the winter can be harrowing, especially
in snowstorms and icy conditions. By getting your
car ready for winter and using some simple tips to
drive safely, you can face almost any weather
Mother Nature decides to send your way.
Prepare Your Car for Winter
• In addition to annual maintenance, here are
some tips to winterize your car:
• Test your battery; battery power drops as the
temperature drops.
• Make sure the cooling system is in good
working order.
• Have winter tires with a deeper, more flexible
tread put on your car.
• If using all-season tires, check the tread on your
tires and replace if the tread is less than 2/32 of an
inch.
• Check the tire pressure; tire pressure drops as
the temperature drops.
• Check your wiper blades and replace if needed.
• Add wiper fluid rated for -30 degrees.
• Keep your gas tank at least half full to avoid gas
line freeze.
Before You Start Out
• Clean your car’s external camera lenses and side
view mirrors so you’ll be able to see what’s around
you.
• Remove dirt, ice and snow from sensors to
allow the assistive-driving features like automatic
emergency braking to work.
• In frigid weather, you may want to warm up
the car before you drive it.
• To prevent carbon monoxide poisoning, never
leave a vehicle running in your garage – even with
the garage door up.
• If the forecast looks iffy, wait out the storm if
possible; if you must travel, share your travel plans
and route with someone before you leave.

How to Avoid a Crash
AAA offers the following driving tips:
• Avoid using cruise control in wintry conditions.
• Steer in the direction of a skid, so when your
wheels regain traction, you don’t have to overcorrect
to stay in your lane.
• Accelerate and decelerate slowly.
• Increase following distance to 8 to 10 seconds.

• If possible, don’t stop when going uphill.
• If visibility is severely limited due to a whiteout,
pull off the road to a safe place and do not drive
until conditions improve. `
• Avoid pulling off onto the shoulder unless it is
an absolute emergency. Limited visibility means
other vehicles can’t see yours on the shoulder.

Knitters Return
The Knitters are expected to be back on January 3, 2022,
depending on the weather. They will be knitting on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 1- 3 p.m.
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Comstock Community Center Calendar

December 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

2

9:30 a.m. TOPS
Take Off Pounds
Sensibly

3

4

9

9:30 a.m. TOPS
Take Off Pounds
Sensibly

10

11

15

10:00 Massage
10:30 a.m. Ukulele
Class

16

9:30 a.m. TOPS
Take Off Pounds
Sensibly

17

18

									

10:00 a.m. Massage
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe

1

Thursday
10:00 a.m. Massage
10:30 a.m. Ukulele
Class
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Bingo
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry

5

6

11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry
4:00 p.m. Ukulele Jam

7

10:00 a.m. Massage
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe

8

10:00 a.m. Massage
10:30 a.m. Ukulele
Class
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Bingo
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry

CLOSED
FOR
HOLIDAY

12

13

19

20

4:00 p.m.
Ukulele Jam

21

10:00 a.m.
Massage

22

10:00 a.m.
Massage

23

CLOSED
FOR
HOLIDAY

24

27

CLOSED
FOR
HOLIDAY

28

CLOSED
FOR
HOLIDAY

29

CLOSED
FOR
HOLIDAY

30

CLOSED
FOR
HOLIDAY

31

26

CLOSED
FOR
HOLIDAY

1:00 p.m. Food
Pantry
5:00 p.m. Ukulele
Jam

14

10:00 a.m. Massage

CLOSED
FOR
HOLIDAY

25
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Comstock Community Center Calendar

January 2022

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

		 														
2

9

16

23

1:00 p.m. Knitting

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Footcare Clinic
1:00 p.m. Knitting

1:00 p.m. Knitting

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Footcare Clinic
1:00 p.m. Knitting

3

10

17

24

11:30 a.m. Louie’s East
Cafe
12:30 p.m. Texas
Hold ‘Em Poker
1:00 p.m. Ceramics
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry
4:00 p.m. Ukulele Jam

4

11

11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
12:30 p.m. Texas
Hold ‘Em Poker
1:00 p.m. Ceramics
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry
4:00 p.m. Ukulele Jam

18

11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
12:30 p.m. Texas
Hold ‘Em Poker
1:00 p.m. Ceramics
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry
4:00 p.m. Ukulele Jam

25

11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
12:30 p.m. Texas
Hold ‘Em Poker
1:00 p.m. Ceramics
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry
4:00 p.m. Ukulele Jam

9:00 a.m. Line
Dancing
10:00 a.m. Massage
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Knitting

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Footcare Clinic
9:00 a.m. Line
Dancing

5

12

10:00 a.m. Massage
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Bridge Group
1:00 p.m. Knitting

9:00 a.m. Line
Dancing
10:00 a.m. Massage
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Knitting

19

26

9:00 a.m. Line
Dancing
10:00 a.m. Massage
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Bridge Group
1:00 p.m. Knitting

1

7

8

13

9:30 a.m. TOPS
Take Off Pounds
Sensibly

14

15

20

9:30 a.m. TOPS
Take Off Pounds
Sensibly

21

22

27

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Footcare Clinic

28

29

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Footcare Clinic
10:00 a.m. Massage

6

Saturday

9:30 a.m. TOPS
Take Off Pounds
Sensibly

10:30 a.m. Ukulele
10:00 a.m. Commodities
Class
11:30 a.m. Louie’s East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Bingo
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry

10:00 a.m. Massage
10:30 a.m. Ukulele
Class
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Bingo
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Footcare Clinic
10:00 a.m. Massage
10:30 a.m. Ukulele
Class
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Bingo
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry
5:45 p.m. CCC Board
10:00 a.m. Massage
10:30 a.m. Ukulele
Class
11:30 a.m. Louie’s
East Cafe
1:00 p.m. Bingo
1:00 p.m. Food Pantry
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Contacts

Director: Emily Kubash
Comstock Community Auditorium
Phone: 269-250-8783

Comstock Community Center
6330 King Highway, PO Box 34
Comstock, MI 49041
Temporary Hours: Monday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Tuesday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Wednesday 8 a.m. to
1 p.m., Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Phone: 269-345-8556, Fax: 269-345-9486
www.comstockcc.com
Executive Director: Mary T. Gustas
execdir@comstockcc.com

Comstock Township Parks & Recreation
6138 King Highway, PO Box 449
Comstock, MI 49041-0449
New Hours (Effective 1-1-18): Mon/Tue/Thu
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Wed 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Fri 8 a.m. to Noon
Phone: 269-343-8212, Fax: 269-381-4328
www.comstockmi.gov
Email: parks@comstockmi.gov
Robert Morris Park: 269-343-0082
8415 E H Avenue

Helpful information on whom to call

Community Learning Center
1046 River Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Temporary Hours: Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.
Phone: 269-345-7243, Fax: 269-492-0909
Director: Leanne Phelan
Email: clcinfo2@comstockcc.com
Comstock Township Library
6130 King Highway, PO Box 25
Comstock, MI 49041
Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Phone: 269-345-0136
Fax: 269-345-0138
www.comstocklibrary.org

Comstock Township Fire & Rescue
FOR EMERGENCIES, DIAL 911
PO Box 8, Comstock, MI 49041
Business Contact Information Only:
Station 9-1, 1960 River Street
Phone: 269-345-2113
Station 9-2, 5947 East H Avenue
Phone: 269-349-5282
Station 9-3, 8700 E Michigan Avenue
Phone: 269-345-9244
Kalamazoo County Sheriff ’s Office
FOR EMERGENCIES, DIAL 911
Central Dispatch Non-Emergency,
call 269-488-8911
https://www.kalcounty.com/sheriff/

Comstock Township Office
6138 King Highway, PO Box 449
Comstock, MI 49041-0449
Hours: Mon/Tue/Thu 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.;
Wed 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Fri 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Phone: 269-381-2360, Fax: 269-381-4328
www.comstockmi.gov
Supervisor: Randy Thompson
supervisor@comstockmi.gov
Treasurer: Bret Padgett
bpadgett@comstockmi.gov
Clerk: Nicole Beauchamp
clerk@comstockmi.gov
superintendent@comstockmi.gov
Comstock Transfer Station
6604 E Main Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Transfer Station Winter Hours
November 1 through March 31
Winter hours are in effect at the
Transfer Station as follows:
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Thursdays
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Saturdays
Call Township Office for current hours
of operation or visit www.comstockmi.gov

Information & Referral Services
Need Help? Not sure where to turn?

The Comstock Community Center is a source of information and services available throughout the county.
Call 345-8556 for information or referrals. Additional information may be received by calling 211.
TEST YOUR WELL WATER
Have you tested your well water lately?
It’s easy. Two tests are available:
1. A bacteriological analysis tests for the
presence of bacteria, including E.coli. Yearly
testing of wells is recommended. Cost for this test
is $15.
2. A partial chemistry test measures concentrations of iron, hardness, nitrate, nitrite, sodium,
sulfate, fluoride and chlorine in your well water.
Cost for this test is $16.
Sterile sampling bottles and instructions are
available at the Kalamazoo County Environmental Health Bureau located at 311 E. Alcott
St. For more information, call 373-5337 or visit
www.kalcounty.com/eh.

VISION AND HEARING SCREENING
APPOINTMENTS CAN BE MADE BY CALLING
373-5031
MICHILD/HEALTHY KIDS
Health insurance for children
or pregnant women.
MICHILD and Healthy Kids are programs for
families who have no insurance and have children
under the age of 19 and live in Michigan. Families
must meet income guidelines to qualify. Cost is
$10 per family per month. Online application
is available at www.michigan.gov/mibridges. For
additional information or an application, call
888-988-6300. Spanish speaking assistance is
available.

ONGOING AND EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE
Help for education, home weatherization,
home rehabilitation services, and deliverable
fuels is available by calling 373-5066 for
information and appointments.

